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A Vindica tion 
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| PROCEEDINGS 
| _ His Najic oY, 
F | 


Eta! C an den fonerr , '&e.) 
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The —— — 


HE Proceedings of His MA 
*JESTY's Ecelefiaftical Com! 
I being Made the 

| Common Talk of ' the- Toma, eſpe- 
cially fince: the Fellows of Miydalen 
B Colledge 


(2) 
Colledge have been Suſpended , and 
Expell'd for their Diſobedience, and | 
Contempt to His MAJESTY, it's | 
became Nicenlfary, to give the World | 
a Juſt and Naked State of this whole ? 
Afﬀair, to the End they may lee, what 
Manner of Men Our Cenſorzons Cler- | 
gy, *and-their Creatures are; for, on an | 
Impartial Diſquiſition into the Whole ? 
of this Matter, 'twill appear, that His ' 
MAJEST Y has taken ſpecial Care, 
that his Commiſſioners do not Exer- 
ciſe. the Repal:- Power m that i ſevere ? 
Way, the Church of ENGLAND | 
has Done againſt Proteſtant Diſſen- | 
ters. | » y 
The K I N G Remembereth the 
Promiſe he has . Made. of PidteRing. | 
the Charch. of England, as by Liw ' 
Eſtabliſhed, and hitherto has done * 
Nothing, that Contradias it ;; but. has) | 
been ſo very. Tender' in-i this: Point, 


as © 


3 b 
S i 
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(3) 
as not to .go ſo Far 


as Juſtly He 
might; and- Whoever will but Con- 
fale the Senſe Our Church of ZEng- 
land Divines, and Lawyers have had 
of His MA FESTIES Eccleſpaſtick 
—_— will ſoon' ſee, that irs not 


p, 


for the Church of England to 


caly 


Speak agyinſt the Aathority of His 


MAFESTIES Commiſſioners, or 


the Legality of their Proceedings, with- 
out Condemning Themſelves, -- for 
what they have done againſt the P- 
ritanes; The Caſe'in' ſhort will-be 
brought to this ; Either the Church 
of England has moſt Unjuſtly De- 
privd the Old Puritanes; Or, the 
K I N G has very Righteouſly Suſ- 
pended -the Biſhop of London, and 
Expelld,the Fellows of Magdalen Col- 

ledge. - 
The Agreement between what the 
K ING has done, and the _ 
B 2 O 


(4) 
of England- -Law, is. {o.\Exa&t and Full, 
that ' it's impoſible for Qur Chureh- 
Men to Vindicate the Praftices of their 
Biſhop, and Magdeſes Gentlemen, 
withour- Tearing up the very: Fbror> 
dations of T heir -dwn Ecclefiaſtick 
Conſtitution, And ng 
the Clamaur \deſe Men imake ;--thet 
Court Held by the: K 1 N Gs \'Gam- 
niifſioners, and. V iſitours, will- appear 
to'be Groimded| on the Ghuarch. bf Za- 
gfand Lin, and ſo-are the Procedds 
__ in rs laſtances' Jeſt Us. 


F 1 v o 
i] | t 2 


CE 
T be Legality of the Conrr, Held by 


His MAJESTIES: Eceleſooftical 
.,C - Oman froNerh: 


$: for the COURT, Held by the 
e» ' KING's Eccleſiaſtical Commil(- 

' froners,, though it's Said to be 
Contrary to the Expreſs Words of a Law 
lacely Made, yet, on a Conſiderate Exz 
amination of the Whole Matrer; the Caſe 
plainly''is thus: Before the 1. Eliz, it 
is Agree'd, That all Ordinaries, | Ecs 
deſiaftical Judges whatſoever , ' Ought- ih 
all Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes tro have Proceeded 
according to the Cenſfures of che CHurrh, 
and could not in any Caſe have Puniſhed 
any Detinquent by Fin-s, or Inpriforments , 
unleſs they had Ambevty fo to do by Act 
of Parliament. The Papal authork 


ry. 'did never Fine or 'Pmpetfon m = 


Part &4. 
C. 74+ 


(6) 
Caſe, but ever Proceeded Onely by Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Cenſures. But in Queen Elizabeths 
Reign, the Eccleſiaſtical Cdhmmilſſio- 
ners Proceeded to Fine, and Impriſon ; 
and that by Force, as was then Suggeſted, 
of the Statute 1. Elizabeth, This Act 
was therefore Conſulted, and the (ommon- 
Lawyers Differd from the Civilians; The 
Former Holding, that This Law gave no 
Countenance to the Opinion” of thoſe, who 
faid that it Impowered the Ecclefiaſtick 
Commiſſioners to Fine, and Impriſon; and 
My L* Ch. Juſtice Coke, in his Inſtitutes , 
doth with the greateſt Clearneſs Demon- 
ftrare, that the Expreſs Letter and Means» 
ing of 1/t, Hiz, is to Reſtore to the Crown 
the Antient Juriſdiftion Eccleſiaſtical , and no 
Commiſſioner by Force of that Antient Ecs 
cleſiaftical Juriſdition could impoſe Fine, 
and Impriſonment; That theſe Commilſſi- 
oners, having their Force from this A 'of 
Reſtitution, cannot Inflict any ſuch Puniſh» 
ments. However, the Commiſſioners did 
Proceed in all Cafes to Fine , and Impri- 
ſon, and, exceeding the Bounds of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Cenſure, did Oppreſs, and Ru» 
ine ſo many Thouland Families, that'.the 


PAr- 


| (#3 
Parliament in the Seventeenth Year of 


CHARLES the Firſt took Notice of —_ "2; 


it, and Declared in the Preamble of that 
Statute , 


That whereas, by Colour of 
Some WORDS in the Afozeſaid 
Bzanch of Firſt Eliz. whereby Com- 
miſſkoners are Authozzed to Erxe- 
cute their Commiſſion acco2ding to 
the: Tenour, and Effect of the 
KING's Letters Patents , and by 
Letters -Patents .G2z0unded there- 
upon, the ſaid Commiſſioners Have 
to the-Greac and Inlufferable Wrong and 
Oppreſlion of the KIN G's Subje&ts, u* 
ſed ,to. Fine, and JPmpriſoq, and 
to . Exerctle Other Authority not 1Be- 
longing to Eccleſiaſtical Purtsdic- 
tion Reſtored by that Act, and Ddti- 
vers other Great MPilchicfs, and 
Pnconventencies have alſo Enſued 
to. the KING's Subjects by Rea- 
ſon of the ſaid 2Bzanch, and Com- 
miſſkons PÞſſuing thereupon , and 
the Erecutions. thereof ; Therefoze 


fo; the Repeſſing and Pzevenging : 
0 


($8) 


of the fo2eſaid Abuſes , -Miſchiefs. 
and APR nc nf foz Time to 
come ,, Be it Enacted,” FC, 


Here it muſt be Noted, that the Ec- 
cleſiaftick. Commiſſioners rakirig the Branch 
of 1ſt. Eliz. in another Senſe than .the 
Common Lawyers did , and that by. Cos 
' Jour of ſome Words: in it, .the Parliament 
Repeal'd' this. Branch, thas Underſtogd , 
Forbidding all Eccleſiaſtical Judges- to Pro- 
ceed to Fine, or Impriſmm the KING's 
Subje&ts, or tender the Oath Ex Officio.- 


This Branch af 1ft: Elizabeth being BT 
Repeal'd,- and the High - Commiſſion -Cauh 
pur down, -and- Care'taken,: thar No- ſuch- 
Court bs: for the: wears + goers '"Fwoas! 
Generally Concluded, EIN, 


That all- Ordinary. * eifdiction 
was Taken from the Archbtops,. 
Biſhops, Uircar - Generals Or any 
other Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever+Fxer- - 
cifing Spiritual , or Ecclehaſtical' Power, 
Authority, Or Juriſdi&ion by arty Grant, ; 


- Licence, or Commitſſton- of the K 7 N Gs 
Majeſty. 


%-( 17 "rh 


Majeſty ; but it was ' Declared and Enaed, 
r3 Car. 2. c. 12. Lhat neither the 
ſatd Act of 17 Car. 1. n0oz any thing 
theretn Contained Doth, oz Shall take 
away any Ozdinary Povoer, oz AYu- 
thozity from any. Perfon, 0: Per- 
ſons Named as Akozelaid, Thar is, 
no Authority, or Juriſdi&tion is, or ſhall be 
taken from the: 4rch-Brfhops, Biſhops, VICAR» 
GENERALS, or any Perſon, or Perſons 
Exerciſing Eccleſiaſtical Authority by any 
COMMISSION of the KING's Ma- 
ieſty, ut that They, and every of 
Lhem Exerciling Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
riſdiction may PÞ2oceed, Deterinine, 
Dentence, Execute and Ererciſe all 
inauner of Eccleſiaſtical ' Puriſdicuti- 
on, and all Cenſures, and Coerct- 
ons appertaining, and belonging 
to the fame, befoze the making of 
the Act, 17 Car. 1. in all Cauſes, 
and. Matters belonging to Eccleſia- 
ſilcal Purifdiction, acco2ding to the 
K-I N G's Majeſty's Ecclefiaftical 
Laws , uſed and- pzactiſed in this 
Realm, in. as ample «Banner; and 
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of the fo:eſaid Abuſes , -Miſchiefs. 
and Pnconventences foz Lime to 
come , Be it Enacted,” FC, | 


Here it muſt be Noted, that the Ec- 
cleſiaftick Commiſſioners cakirig the Branch 
of 1ſt. Eliz; in another Senſe than -.the' 
Common Lawyers-did , and that by. Ces 
tour of ſome Words: in it, .the Parliament: 
Repeal'd this'. Branch , thas Underſtood , 
Forbidding all Eccleſiaſtical Judges - to Pro- 
ceed to Fine, or Impriſmm the KING's 
Subje&ts, or tender the- _ Ex Officio.- - 


This Branch of 1ft: Blixabetk being BPR 
Repeal'd,- and the High - Commiſſion » Court 
pur. down, . and-iCare'taken,. thar No: ſuch- 
Court bs-for the: frurs: mr "Twas! 
Generally Concluded,, 's Mt _—_ i, 


That all Ordinary iiction” 
was Taken from the rehvtops,. 
Biſhops, Uicax - Generals , Or any? 
other -Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever-Exers - x 
ciſing Spiritual , or Ecclefiaſtical* Power, j 
Authority,-- or Juriſdi&ion by - any Grant, 


- Licence, or Commiſſton- of the” K 7 N Gs 
Majeſty. 


=f as)” 


Majeſty ; but 'ie was [Declared and EnaQed, 


r3 Car. 2. c. 12. Lhat neither the 
ſatd Act of 17 Car. 1. noz any thing 
theretn Contained Doth, oz Shall take 
away any O4dinary Povoer, oz Yu- 
tho:ity from any. Perſon, o2 Per- ' 
ſons Named as Akozelaid, Thar is, 
no Authority, or Juriſdi&tion is, or ſhall be 
taken from the: 4rch-Bifhops, Biſhops, V TCA Ro 
GENERALS, or any Perjon, or Perfons 
Exerciling Eccleſiaftical Authority by any 
COMMISSION of the KING's Ma- 
jeſty, But that They, and every of 
Lhem Exerciſing Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
riſdiction may PÞ20ceed, Determine, 
Dentence, Erecute and Ererctile all 
manner of Eccleſiaſtical ' Puriſdicui- 
on, and all Cenſures, and Coexct- 
ons oy > and belonging 
to the e, befoze the making of 
the Act, 17 Car. 1. in all Cauſes, 
and. Matters belonging to Eccleſia- 
ſiſcal Purifdiction, acco2ding to the 
K-I N.G's Majeſty's Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws , uſed and- pzacttiſed in this 
Realm, in. as ample £Yanner; and 

CG Form - 
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Fozm- as thep-did;// and might. law- 
tully Have" done befoze the making 


This mnch''is Expreſs in this "Scatute, 
1.3 *Car. Z. c. 12.” whereby all Power, and 
Eccleſiaſtical Authority, which belonged to. 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Yicar - Generals, or 
any -other Perſons, .exerciling Authority by 
Commiſſion: of the K IN G's Majeſty. before 
the making of the 17 (ar. 1. c. 1. is 
Recognized to belong unto the abovena- 
med Perſons notwithſtanding any thing-in the 
{ajd'Statute to the contrary 3. And that theree« 
fore whatever is ſaid touching the High-' 
Commiſſion-Court , in the following Branch, 
muſt. be | underſtood of . their Fang, and! 
Impriſoning. "This nauch- may be als inferred 
from the laſt Clauſe, 13 Car. 2. when it is 
provided, That this At, or any thing therein | 
contained ſhall not extend, or be-conſtrued to 
extend to give unto any Archbiſhop; Biſhop, 
or any other perſon, or*perſons aforeſaid, any 
Power or Authority to exercile, execute, ins 
Aict, or derermine, any Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdice 
+ tion, Cetſure, or Coercion, which they might 
not 


(-19/) 
not-by Law have done: befor&%the Year. of 
our LORD, 1639. ' nor to Mbridge, '0r 


Dimuniſh , the KINGs Moajeſties IM 
tm Ecclefiaſtical Matters 'and' Has... 3 06 


Whence I infer, that there is no. jo 
Power taken- from © the wing Com 
miſſioners, than that *of "F Pris 'Tmbriſon- 
ins, or Tendbiits {4 Ye 094 T'F* Fx Gl 0. 
This much; was ſuppreſs'd by 17 Car. 1. 
and no more. An Ecclef ical COURT 
exerciſing this Power was put down, and 
the Ereting the like for Time to come 
ſtrictly forbidden, But the COUR T 
Novo ſer up, is not like unto This, for it 

retends not to Fine, or Impriſon, or tender 


the Oath Ex Officio; ir keeps within the bounds 


of Rre(ofpaftick Cenlures, 


and is no more like the 
High - Commuſſion * Court , 
than *Dofors Commons he 
for Vicar-Generals, or 
other Perſons exercil(e- 
ing Authority by His 
Majelties Commiſſion , 


*The Court Held by His 
MAJESTIES Ecclehatti- 
cal Commiſſoners, 1s more 
Legal than the Biſhops Courrs ; 
This is in the KING*'s Name, 
Theirs in their Dwn Names: 
only. 


Cz have 
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_ -haye 48 nw er a them, as Arch- 
biſhops, or ro ty Be 


"$6 muck” Touching che Legally of the 
COURT. 


The next vY to be Conſidered, is, 
Their Proceſs Dr, SHAR®P, and 
the BISHOP of LONDON. 


(21). 


Gen If 


. The Biſhop of LONDONG' 
CASE fairly Stated , and 
Examined. 


HE State of the Biſhop's 
CASE I will give You 
in the Anſwer, his Lord- 

ſhip Made to the Commilitoners, 

when he' was Asked by the Conrt, 

Why He had not Obeyed His MA- 

FESTT's Command for Suſpending 

Dr, Sharp, which is as followeth. 

To the Queftion, that was Propoſed 

to Mes by Your Lordſhips, viz. wwhy 

dfd Por not obey the K.1NG's Cont 


mand tn his Leticer concerning the 
Sulpending Dz. Sharp? 


I 
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I Henry Biſhop of London Do Anſwer, 
That immediately upon the Receipt of His M A+ | 
TJESTIES Letter from my Lord Preſfi- * 
dent, the "Tenour whereof follows, viz. | 


—— — — 


James. R. 


IG HT Reverend Father. in | 
A i God: WE, Greet 'You well. | 

W hereas, WE have been | 
Informwd, and are fully ſatisfi'd, thit 
Dr, John Sharp, Reffour | of. the 
Pariſþ - Church | of St.. Giles 4 the | 
Fields, in the County of Middleſex, | 
and your Diuceſs, notwithilanding | 
Our. Late- Letter: to. the moii Rewe- © 


rend Fathers in G O D, the Arch- 


bifbops of Canterbury ,\-and- York, | 
e&- Our Dwetions concerning: Preach- | 


ns |} 
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ers, Given at Our Court at White- 
Hall, the Fifth of March, 1685. #n 
the Second T rar of our Reign; yet 
He the ſaid Dr. Sharp, in Contempt 
of the ſaid Orders , hath in ſome of 
the Sermons be bath ſince Preacbed, 
Preſam'd to make unbecoming Re- 
fletions, and to Utter ſuch *Exprel- 
ſions as were not Fit, or Proper o 
| | for him; endeavouring thereby to 
5 beget in the Minds of his Hearers, 
an evil Opinion of US, and Onr 
Government, by infinuating Fears, 
and Jealoufies to diſpoſe them to 
* Diſcontent, and-to lead them into 
, & Diſobedience, Schiſm, and Rebellion. 
rf Theſe are therefore to Require, and 
* Command you immediately upon - re- 
 ceipt bereof, forthWith to . Suſpend 
#3 Him from further Preaching in any 
4 Pariſh-Church or Chappe] in your 


Dioceſs, 
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Dizoceſs, untill be ſball give US $- 
tiefathion 3 and Our feereber P leaſure 
be Knows berein. And for ſo doing, 
this ſbalt be Tour Warrant, And ſo 
WE bid Tou beartily Farewel. 


Given at Our Court at W:adfor, 
the Forrteenth Day of June, 
1686. in the Second Year of 
Our Reign, 


By His MAFESTIES 
Command, 


SUNDERLAND, P. 


Took the beſt Advice T could get , concerns 

| ing the Suſpenſion of Dr. Sharp, and 
was Inform'd, That the Letter being Di- 
refed to. Me as Biſhop of London , to Suſ- 
pend a Perſon imder my Juriſdition, I was 
thereby 
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therein- to AF\ as: 14” \Jadge ; 161 being a. Fw 
dicial 4, and that no | Perſon” could by Law, 
be puniſhed by Suſpenſion, before be was Called; 
or without being Admitted. to make bis Defence ; 
T thought it therefore my Duty, forthwith Hume 
bly to Repreſent ſo much to my Lord Preſis 
dent, that ſo I might receive His M A Þ Ex 
STIES Pleaſure in .that Matter. » Nevers 
theleſs, that I. might Obey Fix. MAJESTY? 
Commands, as far as by Law IT could, T1 did 
then ſend for Dr. Sharp, and Acquainted him 
with \His :MATESTIE'S| Dy/pleafurd, 
-and_'the 'Occaſron of :. iti by: ſhewing bins :» lis 
-MAJESTIES Leter ; But. he having never 
been Called to Anſwer any ſuch" Matter, or make 
bis. Defence , and he Proteſting. his Imocence ; ; 
and likewiſe Declaring himſelf "of Ready;;tv 
give His MA TY ESTY full SatisfaBtion 
therem. TÞ Order 'thereto, I Adviſed him to 
forbear | Preaching , untill be had Applyed - bum- 
ſelf. to: His MAFEST Y;: and at his Re 
queſt, I made hit the: bearer of a Letter -to 
my..Lord Preſident, waitmg for His M:A- 
JESTYs further Orders to Proceed. againſt 
— bm Judicially , im caſe he ſhould nt :at that 
Time give 'Fs MATEST Y- the - Saty- 
D faTion 
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fabtion Required , and the ſaid. Dubtor hath mat 
fence Preached within my Dioceſs. 


H, London. 


That we may Rightly Underſtand the 
whole of this Caſe, it muft be obſerv'd, 
That H&E MATEST Y received ſuch E- 
vidence againſt Dr. Sharp, as did: fully ſay 
tiefy Him of the Truth of the Charge; 
That the Charge. it ſelf, is of a very high 
Nature , including in it, not only :Con- 
tempt of His M4 JESTT's Letter, ſeric 
the two Archbiſhops, and Orders, con- 
taining Dire&tions concerning Preachers; 
bur, That by bis Preaching, he endeavoured 
to beget in the Minds of his Hearers, an evil 
Opinion of His MAJESTY, and Govern 
ment, by infinuating Fears, and Jealonſies 
to. diſpole- them to Diſcontent , and lead 
them into Difobedience , Schiſm, and Rebel- 
lon: A Crime, which moſt undoubtedly 
deſerves an Tpſo Fafto Suſpenſion, and accor- 
ding to the Opinion of all the Judges, 
in the Second Year of J AMES the FR, 


1S 
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is an Offence Fineable at Diſcretion, and very 
near to Treaſon, and Felony m the Puniſhment. 
Fhns it was Reloly'd in the Paaritans 
Caſe, who intimated in a Petition to the 
KING, That if He deny'd their Suce, 
many Thouſands of His Subje&ts would 
be Diſcontented; and the Reaſon why chey 
thus Reſolved was, Becauſe ſuch Petitions 
tended to the Railing of Sedition , Rebek- 
lion, and Diſcontent amongſt the People. 
Whereby theſe Juſtices ſufficiently Declare, 
That what tends to the Raiſing Sedition, 
Rebellion, and Diſcontent, is an Offence 
Fineable at Diſecretion, and very near to 
Treafon , and Felony in the Puniſhment : 
And if His Eng ESTY would have 

eeded againſt Dr. Sharp according to 
Fi Micchod theſe Church of England Todg- 
es have direted unto again{t Puritans, 
the Doors Offence muſt have been made 
a Matter Criminal worthy of open Shame ; 
m which Cafe His MAJESTY, to ex» 
preſs a tender Reſpe&t unto the Clergy, 


$ would find it neceffary to * Degrade the * See Dr. 
Z Doctor, whereupon, a Deprivation from his y; 
Eccleſiaftical Benefice would have followed. c. 2. /8. 3. 


D 2 Bur 


ou, 
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But his MAJ ESTYT, 'to thew the, Ex» 
traordinarineſs of His Compaſſion to the 
Church of England, takes a milder Coutle, 
Commanding the Biſhop of London., only 
ro Suſpend him : And yet the Biſhop and 
his Learned Counſel think ir, not onely 
hard, but illegal, For faith the Biſhop, 
T was informed, That the Letter being Diretted 
unto me, as Biſhop of. London, T1, wss 'therein 
to.” Aft as a Judge, it being -a Jadicdal 4G, 
and that no Perſon could by 'Law he Puniſhed 
by Suſpenſion before he was (all'd, or without 
being: Admitted to make. his Defence. 


Here then lies the Streſs of His Lord- 
ſhips Plea, which will be found to lean 
on a very .manifeſt Miſtake. For the Bis 
ſhop, :as I apprehend, obſerving in the * 
KING's-Letter a Command. to Sulpend 
the DqCtor for a Crime ſo very great, as 
this. mention'd in the ſaid Letter ( of .the 
Truth of which, the KING aflures. him 
He is fully ſatisfied ) ought to have taken 
it for granted, that Dr. Sharp had incurred 
an Jpſo Fafo: Suſpenſion, and that 'rwag 
bas MAJES T T's Plealure, that” the: Bi- 
| ſhop 
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ſhop 'of Loidon: Dendunce: him Suſpended:; 
which the- Biſhop, ' not as 'a Judge , - but -as 

a Party engag'd in Defence.of the Canon, 
was bound. to do. 

The Doctor's: Offence yon ſee is: very 
oreat, and His M 4F ES T I. confines Hime 
ſelf within the Circle of Clemency, in that 
He deals wich him in an Eccleſiaſtical 
Way, - and proceeded 'no further than to 
conlider him .to':be:, Tpfſo Fafto Suſpendet ; 
and if. Tp/o  Fafto Sullenſ ons be, accor- 
ding to Qur-Church of England-Laws Vas» 
lid; 'the-Biſhop's-4o(tſtiog on « the neceſlity 
of his Acting, a: a Judge in a judicial way 
cannot; help him. - Ic hath been my part 
therefore to examine , Whether Iplo Facto- - 
Suſpenſions tbe agregable to, the Eccleftaſtick Ca» 
nos, noW; in :force 32nd: what "maiiner. of \Pro- 
ceſs muſt. - be- Obſerv'd where they. are Incurr d * 
And-on- Enquiry, I find, that as the (ano- 
ſte, genetally,;:1o Lindwood: in particular dis 
ſtinguiſhes thoſe Cenlures that: are 4 Jrre 
from what are ab Homin?, and the Sentence 
4 Jure lata from what is ib Homnind ferenda, 
concWding,that a Judicial-Proceſs is not eceſ- 
fary, when the Definquent 'is faln under the * 
Sentence 
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Sentence 4 Jure; and that therefore the 
Ordinary, Chancellor, or Arch«deacon, whoſe 
work. .it is to declare ſuch as are »/o fatto 
Excommunicated, or Suſpended to be fo, 
do not 'then a&t as Judges, but as Parties 
engag d 'in the Defence of Eccleſiaſtick 


Laws. | 

Amongſt the Conftitutions of Stephen 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
* Decernimas ne Archidiaconi' iq ordain'd, That * no 


vel Officiales eorum ' Sententias PIP her Ppt > 
Excommunicationis, Suſpenſionis, Arch-deacons, nor” their 


vel interdifti in altquem ande- Officials preſume ro pubs 
ant promulgare, ubi exceſſus won iſh the- Sentences of Ex- 


e/t Manifeſtus, #:/# monitione Ca communication or Suſ-: 
nonica precedente. Lindwood "mm diet 
conſtit. Provin. de Sentent. Ex- PE<ihon; or Interdict, on 


com. ut Archidiac. any without previous Ads 
monition : ' But where 
the Crime is Manifeſt, they may pronounce 
thefe Sentences : And it mull bo obſet- 
+ Hic ved, That by tf Manifeſt, We are to 
=_ 90d ynderſtand what is clear antecedent to a 
anifeſ- _ | 
tum eſt Judicial Proceſs. | 
publica ſeu 
famoſa inſinuatio wel proclamatio & communis ex certa ſcien- 
tia, & a certis Auftoribus proveniens, nondum juicialiter dil- 
cuſſa. Lindwood wbi ſupr. in verb. Manifeſtum. 


Beſides, 


previous Admonition. 
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Beſides, Lindwood expreſly 


afhrms, That 
where the-* Superiour declares the Sentence * 74; 5, 
in Force of the Canon, there is no need- of a perior fert 


| ſententiam 
Excommus- 


nicationis in vim Statuti, non eſt aliqua manitio neceſſaria. 


Ubi ſupr. 


Again, where the Ex-' 


communication f is 'pro- 
nounced in Force of the 
Statute, and be that doth 
E-xcommunicate, acts as 
a Party, who with the 


+ bz Excommunicatio fertur 
i9-vim ſontentia © Ezcommuni- 
cans þ rms 1 ut pars, que jura 


ſua defendit nuceronwe Spiritual, 
quod ſatis licet, non eſt neceſſa-- 


rea monitio. Ubi fopr. 


- 


Spiritual Sword defends the Laws of the 
Church, which is Lawful enough for him 
to do, Admonition is not avid But, 
when the Superiour as as a Jndge; then in- 
deed he is oblig'd to obſerve a' Legal Pro- 


cels. 


But the thing 1 would inculcace, is this, 


That by the Canon Law, a Penalty may 
be inflited without a Hearing Parties ; and 
that, Becauſe it is Decreed 2 Jure, and the: 
Delinquent incurs it ipfo fafto. This is the 
meaning of the many ipfo fafto Excommuni- 


cations and -Suſpenſions, that are Decreed 
by 


* Dutt, 
Dubit.lib.3. 
© 2- © 3- 
—— 
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by ;thoſe very. Camony..embrac'd by the Church 
of -England; at, which time the Biſhop is not 
to act as a Judge, but as a Part, Que jura ſua 
defendit mucrone Spirituali.. | 


Whether, what * Dr. Taylor Affirms, when 
he aſſures us, That he who incurs a Pe- 
nalty Tpſo. Fafto, is..bound to be , bis. own 
Execntioner {(Secing. whatever - their Obli- 
gation may 'be, none are {o forward, as to 
Execute it on themſelves) be true, or 
no ; yet..-accarding. to Church: of England- 
Principles , we may ;aver,. . That. when -any 
& incur Excommunication ; or Suſpenſion 
Tpſo Fafto, the Ordinary, - Archdeacon, or 
his Officials may ,, without Hearmg Parties, 
pronounce 'it, and take. care to.,ſce,. that ir 
be done; and. it the Ordinary command 
the Archdeacon, who is Sworn to render 
Canonical Obedience, muſt do it. That 
when 'the Sentence- is 4 Jure lata in ſome 
Caſes it's requiſite, that. either the Ordi- 
nary, or ſome other do alſo pronounce it 
I grant; for in the Conſtitution made by 
Boniface , Archbiſhop of Canterbury, thoſe, 
who were Ipſo Fafto .Excommunicated, muſt 


by 


(33) 
muſt by the * Ordinaries: 
of the place be declared 
to be ſo; but then 'tis 
+ without any previous Ad- 
monition, it's only need- 
ful that the Delinquent 
be cited to Appear, and 
ſhew Cauſe why he 
ſhould not be declared 
Excommunicate ; and no 
more can be ſaid of ipſo 
fa#o Suſpenſions, where 
Jure ſeu Canoe ; and the 
ceſſary, is only, That 
theſe * Suſpenſions be pubs 
lickly Denounced : For, 
as Lindwood, it an Ordi- 
nary be Suſpended 4 Ca- 
none, he cannot Excom- 
municate, it it be De- 
nounced ; but otherwiſe 
he may. 


* Per locorum Ordinarios pub- 
lice Excommunicati nuncientur. 
Lindwood provin. conſlit. de 
foro compell. c. contingit. ali: 


quando. 


Þ Non opus eſt monitione in 
hoe caſu ſed ſola citatione ut wve- 
want allegaturi canſam rationa- 
bilem, quare declarari non debe- 
ant incidifſe in diftam ſenten- 
tiam. Ubi ſupr. in verb, Nun- 
tiatur. 


the Sentence is 4 


utmoſt chat is nes 


* Nec etiam Excommunicare 
poteſt & hoc werum in eo, qui 
eff ſuſpenſus ab Homine, wel 
etiam a Canone, fi fit publice 
denunciatus, alioquin in ſuſpenſo 
2 Canone non denuntiato, quan- 
tin toleratur in ſao ſtatu valet 
od per eum agitur. Lindw.prov. 
| I. tit. 2.de conſtit, c. Quia in. 


This may ſuffice ro prove, That ro Com- 
mand a Biſhop C'S) Suſpend; that 1s, To pro» 


nounce one Sulpended without a 


Proceſs, is conform to the 


dicial 
Confſticurions em* 
E brac'd 
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brac'd by the Church of England; and. in 
this Caſe the Biſhop is bound ro Obey, if 
Commanded by the Supreme Ordinary. 
And although ſome very boldly Affirm, That 
theſe Suſpenſions are contrary to the Laws 
of GOD, of Nature, and of Nations; yet 
nothing hach been more commonly praQis'd 
by -the Church of 'England- in their /profeeus 
ting Difſfenters than. Tpſo Fafto Excommunica- 
tions, which.are of a like-kind with 7pfo Fafto 
| Suſpenſions, for both are without a Judicial 
Proceſs; and at this very time Ip/o Fatty De» 
privations, which: are- more than Suſpenſions ab 
Officio, are eſtabliſhed: by our Laws. 

By the: Statute of 21 Hen. 8. If an Inz 
cumbent, having a_Benefice with Cure of 
Souls, value Eight Pound per Annum, take 
another with. Cure, immediately after In- 
duction thereunto, the former is void, even: 
without any Declaratory Sentence. of Depri- 
vation in. the Eccleſiaſtical: Court: And: whos 
ever neglects to Read The Articles of Religion- 
within two Months next after Indu#ion, he 
is deprived. Tpſo Fafto; and upon ſuch Avoid- 
UCe, ghere is no.need of a Sentence. Declaratory, 
And. it this be not contrary to. the Laws of 
GOD, 
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GOD, nor of our Land, How comes it to 
paſs, that an Jpſo Fafto Suſpenſion ſhould be 
ſuch a hideous thing in the eſteem of a 
Church of England-man, who has been fo 
accuſtomed to treat the Diſſenters after this 
very way and manner ? 
On the whole then, .I hope it's ſufficiently 
clear d, That the Biſhop of London, in the 
preſen caſe, was bound ro Obey His M.A- 
7 ESTT, and Suſpend the Dor; That 
the Capitulation he enter'd into with his 
Prince, and the Contempt of His Authority, 
deſery'd no leſs than a Suſpenſion ab Officio. 


E>, SECT, IIT. 
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Section [1]. 


A Fuſt Account of the Praceedings 
of the Commiſſioners Appointed by 

His MAJESTY under the Great 
Seal for Vifting-St. Mary Magda- 
len College in Oxtard. 


Q the Death of Dr. Clark, Preſt- 
dent of St. Mary Magdalen in Ox 
ford; before the day of Eleftion 

the KING ſends down a Mandamus for 

the Ele&ting another; and whereas , the 

Fellows were, Sworn to obſerve the 'Col- 

lege Statutes, which oblig'd them to Chooſe 

one of their Own, or of New College, 

His MAJESTY ſends down a Diſpenſation- 

with His Mandatory Letter ; notwithſtanding 

which, the Fellows pretending, that they 
were 
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were. bound in Conſcience-to obſerye. the . 
Statute, becauſe of their Oaths, regard. not the 
Mandatory Letter, nor Royal Diſpenſation 
they make not a Choice as the KING 
Commanded, and when cited before His 
M AJFESTYs Commiſſioners, and Viſi- 
tours, to Anlwer for their Diſobedience , 

| they in a moſt Contemptuous Manner pro- 


teft againſt che em. 4 of nes 


The: Great Points therefore to be Dif 
cuſſed, may be Reduced to theſe two Heads. 


I. Whether the KI NG by His 
Prerogatrue may nat Diſpenſe 
with the College Statutes ? 


II. Whether, when there is a 
Diſpenſation Grayted, the Fel- 
tows are by their Qath Obliged 


t9 
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to Att. according: 20 3hoſe Very Sta- 
tutes, that are re Diſperſd with? 


A Solution”: co.-Theſe Nueſttons 
will be Sufficient. to clear the Truth in. 
this -Aﬀair; for. if, the Diſpenlation accors 
ding to the Church; of . England - Law. be vas 
lid, and the Fellows are not by their Oaths 
bound- to obſerve the Statutes: after ſuch a 
Diſpenſacion, *twill unavoidably follow, Thar 
the Magdalen» Fellows have been moſt juſt! 
Suſpended and Expell'd. . And this 5 
will be with nm clearnels evinced. 


I, Touching the Diſpenſing 


The KING's Power in Matters Eccleſia- 
ſtical is '{o very®atnple, - and \extenſive,” char 
it's: nar eaſy for, any. one to ler bounds, or 
limits to it; By our Common Lawyers it 
hach been ofrencathtirmed, That whatever the 
wet de fafto "formerly did within this Realm 


by 
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by the Canm Law, that of Right belongs to Our 
KINGS. 


And on this Ground it has been adjudg- 
ed, That the Legiſlative Power 'in Matters Ec- 
cleſiaſtical is lodged in the KING. The 
Pope made Laws for the Goyernment of 
the Clergy ; and ſo may the KING: And 
this much Q. Elizabeth, as ſupreme Head of 
the Church of England, on the Requeſt of 
Archbiſhop Whiteift exerciſed, when ſhe im- 
poſed a Subſcription to the three Articles, 
and depriv'd thole who. would not Obey. 
The 'Statute of 13 Ekz.c. 12. required Sub- 
ſcription to the Articles of Faith, and the Doc- 
trines of the Sacraments Qnely ; and with this, 
thoſe, who" preached againſt” Ceremonies, 
and the Hierarchick Government, coms 
plied. 

Whitoift therefore , and” the Eccleſiaſti- 
eal Commiſſtoners go , further , and by the 
Regal Power ordained Subſcriprion to the 
Ceremonies, and Government of the Church, 
and depriv'd' ſuch as refuſed: to. Subs 
fcribe, In the Firſt of K. James [. theſe 
Articles are” Eſtabliſhed by the Canons , 


Withs. 


EY 
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without an A&. of. Parliament made. in 

that Year, on Which occaſion Depriva- 

tions Were very Com- 

* We complain, That we. mon , and the Purita- 


are put out from our Benefi- 1 
ces, Which are a Freehold by nick * Clamours as great, 


the bare and fole Sentence YE2 >, 10 great , that the 
of a Biſhop ; whereas the Clergy judg'd it nes 


Liberty of an Eng/iſh-man is . ceflary. to. beleech . His 


this, To be put from his Free- s 
hold by none but by the- ah pt 7 T, OT 
Verdi& of Twelve Men. Par- 13nd all the ' Juljices 


ker on the Croſs, Part 2. England to- confer toge» 
Ch. 8. Sed. J- P. 108. ther of ; this 'thing K and 
_.. give, 1n_ their. opwion , 

which accordingly they did ; for it be- 

ing demanded- by the Lord Chancellour, 

_ Crokes * Whether the Depri eg | aNe TL Mais 
eports,a#. tors for refuſing to conform themſelves to the 
c—_ 5 bi Yo by the laſt =-— » was 
Lawful 2 They all anſwered, That they 

| had , conferred thereof befare , and beld ut to 
| be Lawful, becauſe the KIN G. has the 
Supreme Eccleſiaſtical Power. —— - 4nd they 

held it clear, that tbe KING, Without a 
Parliament , might make Orders and Conſlitg* 

tions for the Government of the (ters), and 

might deprive them, if they Obey not. | 

The 


C —_ 
BY 
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' The Gvilians go higher, affirming, That 
the KING, as Supreme, is Himſelf ins 
ſtead of the Whole Law; yea, that he is 
the Law it Self, and the Only Chief In- 
terpreter thereof, as in whoſe Breaſt re- 
ſides the whole Knowledge of the ſame. 
And that His MAJESTY, by commue 
nicating His Authority ro His Judges, to 
Expound the, Laws , doth not thereby ab- 
dicate the ſame from- Himſelf, Theſe, 


with Borellus, do hold, * That Principum *Dr.&idley 


placita legis habent vigorem. 


And as the KING, by the Fulneſs 
of His Eccleſiaſtical Power can, without 
a Parliament , raake what Laws He pleaſe 
for the Government of the Clergy; in like 
manner , The Power of the KING, in 
Matters Eccleſiaſtical, is too ample to be 
limited by an AF of Parliament. 


F This 


C.1.le.7. 
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This much has been clear'd np by my 


*Part 44 Lord * (oke, in his Inſticutes., where he 


tells. us, Lhat albeit the Acts: of 
24 Hen, ©, & 25 Hen. $8. DS, upon: 
certain Appeals, make. the ſentence 
Definttive, as to any Appeal; for 
the. wozws be [| ſhall be Definitive ] 
and. thati no further Appeal Gould: 
be had; yet: the K 1 N G, after ſuch 
a' Definitive! Sentence, Ag: Supreme Head, 
may' gvant a Commulkon of Review, 
ad Revidendum, &c.——- fo02 that after 
a. Definitive Se ntence, the Pope, as Su- 
Deme Head., by the Canon Law, 
nſed to. grant a Commiſſion ad Revi- 
dendim.— And fach Authoztty as the 
Pope had, clalming as <up2zeme 
Head, doth of Bight belong to che 
Crovon, and 1s annexed thereunto by 


the Statutes of the 26 Hen. 8. c. 1. 
and 
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& 1 Eliz, c, 1, And \{g it was Re- 
ſolv'd in the Kings-Bench, Trin. 39 Eliz. 
where the Caſe was, That Sentence 
being given tin an Eccleſiaſtical Cauſe 
in the Countrey, the Party g2ieved 
appeal'd acco2ding £0 the ſaid Act of 
25 Hen. 8. to the Archbiſhop, be- 
£92e whom the &r\t Sentence 'Wwas 
affirmed + whereupon, acco:ding to 
the Dtatute of 25 Hen. 8. He ap- 
peal'd to the Delegates. And npon 
this matter a P2ohtbitton was payed 
im the King's-Bench , pzetending that 
the Commiſfion of Review was a- 
qainſt Law, fo: that the Sentence 
befoze the Delegates was Defrnittve 
by the Statute of 25 Hen. 8. But 
npon Pature Deltheration and De- 
bate, the P2ohtbition was: denyed ; fo: 


that the Commiſſion foz tye Cauſes 
F2 avove- 
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aboveſaitd was reſolv'd to be lawful- 
ly granted, Jn this Caſe, J being 
then (Tiaith Sir Edward Coke) the 
Nueens Attorney, was of Counſel to 
matntain the Queens Power. And 
P;elidents Were cited in this Court in 
Michelot's Caſe, Anno 29 Eliz. and in 
Goodman's Cale, and itn Hewer's in 
29 Eliz. alſo. So far Sir Edw. Coke. 


From whence its moſt manifeſt, that 
an Act of Parliament can be no Bar to 
the Exerciſe of the Regal Power , that is 
eſtabliſhed by the Common Law, as the 
KING'S Supremacy in Matters Eccleſiaſti- 
cal is. But further, 


The Grant of Diſpenſations is a peculiar 
and very conſiderable part of Eccleſiaſtical Tus 
riſdiftion , which is eminently ſeated in the 
CROWN, That the ſime Power the 


Pope 
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Pope claimed - ia this Land, as Supreme 
Head, doth of Right belong to our KINGS, 
has been abundantly proved ; and in the 
Statute of 25 Hen. $. c. 22. it is affir- 
med, That the Pope claimed full Power to Dif» 
penſe with all Humane Laws of all Realms in 
all Cauſes, which he called Spiritual. And my 
Lord Chief Juſtice Hobart , delivering his 
Opinion about the Power of Diſpenſing in 


general, holds it clear, * That though * c- and 
the Statute of 25 Hen. 8. c. 21. ſay, © Biſhop 


That all Diſpenſations, &c. ſhall be ” 
Gtzanted in manner and fo2zm fol. 
lowing, and not otherwiſe ; that yet 
the K 1 NG (ts not thereby reſtrained, 
but his Power remains full and 
perfect as befoze, and He may fill 
Gant them as KING ; fo all Acts 
of Juſtice and Gzace flow from 
Him, AS 4 Ez. Dier. 211. Lhe Com- 
miſſion 
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miſſion of Tryal of Piracy up9n the 
Statute of 28 Hen. 8 c.-13. ts qood,tho' 
the Chancelio2 do not nominate the 
Commtiſtoners, as that Statute 
appoints, and yet it is a New Law, 
And Mich.-5. & 6. Eliz. Dier. 225. 
The Queen made Sheriffs without 
the Judges , notwithſtanding the 
Ninth of Edward 2. And Mich. 13. & 14. 
Eliz. Dier. 303, Lhe Office of Alna- 
ger granted by the Queen, withouc 
the Bill of the Treaſarer , it is good 
with a non obſtance , againſt the Sta- 
tnte of 31 Hen. 6. c. 5. Foz theſe 
Statutes, and the lſke, were made 
to put things tn O:dinary - Form, 
and to cafe the SOVEREIGN of 


Labour , buf not co Deprive Him of 
Power. 


Beſides 
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Reſides, the Learned of the Law do 
wich much Plainneſs clear up this much 
unto Us, That the KING can Grant our 
whatever Diſpenſations the Pope did, fo 
long as the things Diſpenſed with are not 
mala in ſe, In Eccleſiaſticals the KING can 
Dilpenſe not only with Canons, but with 
Aﬀts of Parliament, yea, with any thing that 
is but Malun probibitum ; and ſeeing the 
Univerſities are for - the Maintenance of 
Religion , and fall under the Care of the 
Supreme HEAD , as other Spiritual and 
Eccleſiaſtical Corporations do, the KING 
can in like manner Diſpenſe with their 
Statutes. If with the Greater, no donbt 
with the Leſſer. If an A& of Partiament 
may be Diſpenſed with , it's not to be. 
queſtion'd, but a Provincial Canon may be + 
ſo:too ; and it As of Parliament and 
Provincial Canons cannot limit, or confine, 
or 
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or ſtand before the Diſpenſing Power, How 
is it poſſible, that a Colledge - Statute ſhould 
do it ? To ſuppoſe that it can, is to aſs 
cribe greater Power to One Man , or to a 
little Corporation , than to the greateſt 
Body of the Nation ; than which, nothing 
can be more abſurd. Beſides, the Laws 
enacted by the Founder of a Colledge, can 
have no more Strength than they receive 
from the KING. Nor can a Colledge 
be erected without His Leave. 


_ Time would fail to produce all the Au- 
thorities, by which ( according to Church of 
England-Do&trine) the Truth hereof may be 
confirm'd. And this is ſo well done by 
other Hands , that I will ſtay no longer on 
it, but will go on to Conſider , 


Whether , notwithſtanding a Diſpenſation, thoſe 
who have been ſworn to Obſerve the Stas 
tutes 
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tutts "of ' a Coledge ,  canmot © AF contrary thertions 


to,” without -violatmg their” Oath ? For here lies 


the ſtreſs.;of what. the Magdalen (Genelemen 


haye to ſay for themſelves; 


and yer We 


can no ſooner Explicate the Nature of -a 
Diſpenſatiom , but may ſec -how feeble :the 
Foundation is, -on which theſe Men teani-in 
Defence of cheir contemptuous. Dilobedi: 
ence to the Royal Mandate. 


The Nature then of a Dipnſation, (a it 


was -agreed in. the caſe of * Evan and, Kiffm aL _ Re- 


againſt . A5kwith } is. to derogate,. and. nake void 
a. Statute; , Canon, and (Gonſtitutions as to. that, 
which it prohibits the Parties, to whom "tis Gia 
pen, Tt is an Exception (as to them ) out 


of the Statntez, or Conſtitution. .. 


'The: Obliga- 


tory Power. of the Statute or Canon, is 


taken away,. as' to'that Perion , who: has. | 


the'- Diſpenſavion, 


Tlc is..as' to him..in- 2. : 
G 


158, &c. 


manner-:', 
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manner vacated. Though the Canon, - Sea- 
tuce, or Conſtitucion be not. made ſimply: 
void and null ; yet in ſome Reſpects ic is 
made yoid. .As to this, or the other Pers 
ſon, for this time the Obligation Ceaſes; 
Here then lies the Difference between the 
Difpenſing with a Law, and the Repealing 
it. A Repeal vacates the Law to all In- 
tents and Purpoſes, but a Difpenſation doch 
onely in ſome reſpe& vacate it. By a Re- 
peal the Law is aboliſhed, but where there 
is a. Diſpen/ation onely, though the Law 
obliges not the Perſon for ſuch a time, yet 
K remains a Law ſtill. A Repeal kills it, 
but a Diſpenſation only binds ic up, - or 
Rtands between the Obligation of it, and 
this or. the other Party; bur till as to the 
Party to whom the Diſpen/ation is given, 
the Law is made yoid, and to him ir is as 
if there had been no ſuch Law for that 
time. So 
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+ So much touching the Nature of a Di/- 
penſation ; from whence ir' (clearly follows, 
That "the Magdalen » Gentlemen” ftood 'n6t 
bound by Oath to Chooſe according to their 
Statutes, for to them there remained no ſuch 
Statute as obliged them to chooſe one of 
their own Society ; and 'they might, not- 


withſtanding their Oath, a& as if no ſuch 


ching had been. For the KI N G ſent 
'em His Diſpenfation, which took away 
the ftrength of their Stature ; ir-laid the 
very Scatute aſide for that ſeaſon : ' And this 
Bar being taken out 'of the Fellows way, 
His Majeſty commands them to chooſe a- 
nother, and all were bound to Obey the 
Royal Mandate: For, they were {worn 
only to the Starutes, that were 'in force ; but 
the Diſpenſacion taking away the force of 
the Statute, the Oath oblig'd them not to 
keep it. 
ea G 2 To 


( 52.) 

. To illuſtrat;4bis,. 1 will, lwppole, c. that 
by an A& of: Parliament this . College-Sta- 
tute had been, made utterly void and null, 
as. thoſe relating, to the; Maſs have been.: 
Will any, Gays, cha, the Fellows,, becauſe of 
their Oath are with. a. Non Obante to- this 
Agt of Parliament, | Gill bound: to. keep to 
the - vacated Statutes? L preſume, not, for 
Sratures gaagde by 2 . particulag Man, as 
Carporatign, cannot ' be... at... graxer | Faxce 
thao :ap; Act, of Parliament;., and. the: Cols 
lege-Statute being -vacated, the Oath: obli- 
ges, them, not, to, keep itz, and; forthe lame 
reaſgn.,, 1 may boldly, 2flym,, has Keing,, 


according to. Church of, .Englgnd-LaW. 
the Royal, Diſpenſation, doth, as, effgcually: 
make. void the, Szature to. thele., Men for 
that time, they are, not.. qbliged. by theig. 
Oath to obſerve it,,. | 


Furtherz 
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Furthermore, we find, that' in-proceſs of 
time, ſome Laws never Repeal'd were out 
of date, and become uſeleſs; and though 
never Repeal'd, yet muſt be conſider'd as 
void and null, or the whole Kingdom 
muſt- be brought under the Guile of Perju- 
ry. 'I wilt inſtance in one Law, which was 
Made Ano 3 Hen. $. c. 3. Requiring 
Every-PBan, betrg the K ÞN G's Sub» 
ject; not Lame; Decreptt, no2 aim- 
ed, noz having any other Zawful, 
02 Reaſdnable- Cauſe, oz Pimpedf- 
ment; being within the Age of Fox- 
ty Pears,  ercept Spiritnat- Met; 
Yalſtrces- of the- One Beneh, and 
of the Other, Juſtices of Aſlize; and 
Barons of the' Exchequet;: to-uſe, 
and ererciſe Shooting i® Lonqg- 
Bows', and alfo-to- have' a- Bow 
and Arrow: ready: conttnuatly- tn ts 
Xp Houle 
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Houſe to uſe, and do uſe himſelf in 
Shooting 2 Alſo, that the Fau..cr, Gover- 
nours, and Rulers of ſuch as are of ten» © 
der Age, do teach and bring up them in 
the Knowledge of the ſame Shooting, &&c. 
I fay, there is a Law requiring this much, 
not yet Repeal'd, that I can find; and all 
Conſtables ill Swear, That they will have 
a (are for the Mamtenance of Archerp, «- 
cording to the Statute. | But yet it's Notori- 
ous, that this Statute is not Obſerved, nor 


doth the Conſtable regard this part of his 
Oath. And why, But becauſe the Statute 


is Obſolete, and by a general Conſent grown 
out of ule, and muſt be eſteemed as if ir 
had been vacate and null. And it's moſt 
manifeft, that a Diſpenſation can as effeual- 
ly, at leaſt ſo far vacate a Statute, that 
the. Perſon ., who. is otherwiſe Sworn to 
keep it, may. without Perjury forbear it's 
Obleryance. And 
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| And that this is manifeſt , where there 


is a Diſpenſation. appears 
tices of our Judges, and 
Juſtices of -the - Peace, 
throughour the Whole 
Kingdom, who, tho' 
Sworn to Execute the 
Laws, do eſteem them- 
ſelves Diſcharged from 
the Execution of thoſe 
lately Diſpenſed with 


from the Pracs 


See that new -little Book 
Entituled, The Fuſtices Caſe ; 
which, if it had come out 
time enough, might perhaps 
have kept ſome of theſe Mag- 
dalex-Scholars in their Places, 
ſuppoſing any of them pure- 
ly cientious, that went 
out meerly for want of Light, 
about the Obligarioa of an 
Oath, which is the bulineſs 
of that Caſe. 


by His Sacted MAJESTY. Bur, 


To come Cloſer to our Magdalen - Gen- 
tlemen , I would propoſe to their Conſide- 
ration the Church - Wardens Oath , which 
runs in theſe Words, [_ Pou ſhall ſwear 
Truly and Falthfully to Execute 
the Office of a Church-Warden, with- 
ln your Pariſh, and accozding to the 


belt. 
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beſt of your Skill, and Knowledge, 
Preſent ſuch Lhings, and Perſons, 
as to your Knowledge are Preſenta- 


ble by the Laws Eccleſiaſtical of this 
Realm. ] This is the Oath, and whate- 


ver 1s Contrary to any one Canon, 1s Pre» 
ſentable by the Laws Eccleſjaſtical. And 
if a Di/pen/ation be not ſufficient to excuſe 
the Church - Wardens from Perjury, for 
not Preſenting, the . Tranſgreflours - of the 
Canons: This fort of People will not be 
only Perjur'd, for not Preſenting the Diſſens 
ters at this time,” but for not Preſenting ſome 
of the Fatteſt amongſt their own Clergy-men. 
For as the Civilians aſſure Us, the Eccleſia» 
ftick Law is, That every Spiritual Perfon is 
Vifitable by the Ordinary, and yer the KING 
exempts Mnltitudes from the Ordinary's 
Viſitations, Thus formerly many Abbies 
have been, and' now. all Doratives are ex 
empr, 
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empt , and the Eccleſiaftical Law is Dil- 
penſed with; and, Muſt all thoſe who are 
in Donatives, 'and receive not Inſtitution nor 
InduQtion from the Biſhop, nor will ſubmic 
to the Ordinary's Viſitation, be preſented ; or 
are the -Church - Wardens Perjur'd ? Again, 
All Pluralities are contrary to the Canon ; but 
it His MAJESTY gives a Diſpenſation, a 
Prieſt may hold two Benekces ; and nothing 
more Common, | 


There is allo a Canon, That a Baſtard ſhall 
not be a Prieſt ; however, it the K ING Dil- 
penſes with this Canon, the Baſtard may enter 
mo: Holy Ordets.: ,- But muſt the Church- 
Waxden preſent. Every . Baſtard,» Prieſt , and 
all chat hold Pluralities, or elſe be For* 
{worn 2? | 3 RF 


Bue the Caſe is too plain to need further 
Proof. All kaow ,, That when an Oath-is ta- 
ken to Obſerve the Laws, it is no longer than 
they are im Force. ; It the. Law be-repeal'd, the 
Oath. obliges not any ts Obſerve'it ; and 
'as to the Perſon;Dilpenſed with; the Law for 
that time-ſo farxeales, that ro: him, there is no 
H {uch 
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ſuch Law, andtherefore his Oath binds him 
not in this caſe to Regard it. Effeftus enim 
Diſpenſationis eſt auferre 2- particulari Perſona ſim- 
pliciter, vel in tali tempore aut occaſione Oblig atio- 
nem ad Opus, vel Omiſfunem, vel penam, vel au- 
ferre irritationem , aut inhabilitatem, quant lex ipfa 
efficiebat, So Salas. 


Thus you ſee, That if it be in the 
Power of the KING to- ſuſpend. the 
Colledge « Statutes, the Pretence of Con- 
ſcience about keeping: to their Oath, is'vain 
and ludicrons : For which Reaſon, I will 
only add one Confideration more, to ſhew 
that the Diſpenſing Power leans on a- Foun- 
dation that cannot be moved, but to the 
Endangering the Whole-Eccleſiaftick Jurife 
diction, as Exercis'd: by the Biſhops. 


*Tis well: known-, That: what Power is 
Strong enough to Diſpenſe with an Act of 
Parliament abour Civils, wants not Strength 
to Diſpenſe with Parliamentary Laws, touch- 
ing Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs ; nor with Church- 
Canons, nor- Colledge - Statutes. And thar 
the. KIN G.can Diſpenſe with Acts of Par- 


liament, 
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liament, relating unto Civil Aﬀairs, is a 
Matter. grounded on the ſame Botrom with 
the Biſhop's Juriſdiction ; and that is, On the 
Opinion of the Church - of - England » Fudges. 


That it is the Opinion of our Judges, 
That the KING can Diſpenſe in Matters 
Civil, is Notorious, the Matter of Fa& is 
very Lately become too Obvious to admit 
of a Denyal ; and that che Biſhop's Juciſ- 
diction has no 'other ground for its Support, 
is eaſily proved. For by the Firſt of Edw. 6. 
it is declared, that It's contrary to Common» 
Law for any to Hold Courts in any other than 
the KIN G's Name. So that, whatever be- 
comes of this Scatnte, whether Repeal'd, or 
in Force, ſeeing the Common - Law re» 
mains the ſame , the Biſhops muſt have a 
Commiſſion from the-K ING, and Hold 
Courts in His MAJESTY'S Name, or be 
afficm'd to make an Invaſion on the Com- 
mon - Law, which is no leſs than a Premwire. 
However, the Biſhops have held Courts in 
their own Names ever ſince King Edward's 
Days ; and, as the Old Puritans did imagin, 
their Courts were Illegal , their ' Biſhops 

H 2 Pre- 
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Premunir'd, and: ſeveral Demurr'd: to their 
Juriſdiction; for which Reaſon, Charles che 
Firſt call'd all his Judges cogerher, com- 
manding them. to give in __ their. Opinion 
rouching this Matter , which = did in 
thele Words : 


Acco2ding to pour Z02o1l 

der,” made ti His MAJEST?7 _ - 
Court of Star-Chamber the 12th. of May 
laſt, we have taken Conſideratton. of 
the Þ Particulars; whererg our: Opinions 
are requiees. by rhe faiv Owbir:; and 
we have All agreed, That Proceſſes 
may Ifſne out of Fecleſialtical, Court 5a 

qines of Wilhops ; a nd that A- 
tent under the Guat "Met is for 
neceffary, &c. 


By this .it appeareth , This, the Whole 
Power of the ren uriſdicfion depends 
upon the Opinion of Fu Judges ; and if 
theſe Judges Opinion be, not more prevas- 
lent than the, Common - Law , the Juriſdi- 
Etion of; Biſhops is gone ;, if it be, the Diſ- 
penſing - Power, grounded on the Late _ 
O 
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of the Judges; is Valid : So: that the laſt Re- 
ſulr will be this, the Bifhop's Power muſt 
be Deſtroyed , -or ' the K.IN'G's 'Di/penſings 
Power muſt be Recogniz'd. f Ypoujmg 


But although the Matter is fo fully clea» 
red. up, 41 Defence of His MAJESTY'S 
Commiſſioners and Vidrors ».:YEE, the \ Inſo- 
lence of. the Magdalet- Fellows , 'and their 
Contempt of the. Regal Authority ; exceeded 
all, Bounds .; Fox..as chey, contrary to',,che 
Royal Mandate, ; proceed-to Elegt -Dr..John 
Hough, and” alchough, his Election was made 
null and'” void... by . the Commiſſioners for 
Eccleſiaſtical Cau oY yet the Dr.. refuſed” ro 
ſubmit thereunto, 'whereby he put the Com- 
miſſioners under a neceſſity of Expelling kim 
the, Houſe ;. which being done, the DoCtor 
makes his. Proteſtation againſt their Procee- 
dings, as legal, and Wjuſt,, ant Null ; and 
this Proteſtation accompanied with a Tumul- 
tuous Humm or Acclamation, as if the Whole 
Hoyſe had been engaged. in a Conſpiracy 
apainſt'His MAJESTY, and had delignd 
the Depriving the CROWN of One of 
its Richeſt Jewels, wiz. The EccleHaſtical 
SUPrEs 


(. 62") 
Supremacy. The Fellows alſo at firſt refu- 
ſed ro ſubmit unto the Biſhop of Oxford, who 
was. by His M 4JES TT made. their Pre- 
ſident ; but at laſt /gave in. this Anſwer , in 
Writing, Vi, 


. Whereas His MAJESTY has been Pleas d 
by His Royal Authority, to cauſe the Right Re- 
verend Father m'G O D, Samuel Lord Biſhop 
of Oxford, to be Inſtalled Preſadent of this Col- 
ledge, We, whoſe Names are bereunto Subſcribed; 
do Submit as far as is Lawful and Agreeable 
to the Statutes of the ſaid Colledge. And 
the Chaplains, and all the Members of the 
Society, except the Under - Porter, gaye in a 
Paper to the ſame Effe&. 


But Dr. Farefax , who would not Submit 
unto the Suſpenſion he had incurr'd , ' Dif 
owned. the Juriſdiion , of the Court , for 
which Reaſon he was Deprived of his Fel- 
lowſhip. And, notwithſtanding che aboye- 
mention'd Submiſſion, theſe ſame Fellows, 
within three Days, brought in a Paper with 
all the Hands Subſcribed of the Tenor fol- 


lowing. | 


May 
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May it Pleaſe Your Lordſhips, 

vw E E. have Endeavoured in all Our Aftions 

to Expreſs Our Selves with all Flums- 
lity.to His MA JESTI, and being conſcious 
to Our Selves, That in the whole ConduZs of this 
Buſmeſs- before Your Lordfhips, We have done no- 
thing, but what Our Oaths and Statutes Yndif- 
penſably. oblig'd Us io ; We camot make any 
Declaration, whereby We acknowledge that We have 
done Arniſs, as having Afted actording ' to the 
Principles of Loyalty and Obedience to Flis Sacred 
MAJESTY, as far as We could, without doing 
Violence to -Our Conſciences, or Prejudice to Our 
Rights ( One of which We humbly Conceive that 
of Elefting - a Preſident to be ) , from which We 
are Sworn , upon no Acc0ant whatſoever, to depart. 
We therefore bumbly Beg Your Lordſhips to repreſent 
this Favourably, with Our Wtmojt Duty, to His 
MAJESTY ; Whom GOD grant Long and 


Hap to. Reign over Us. > 
On- 
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On the Tueſday, Oftober 25...1687. they 
Submit; bur -on the Friday following, Ofto- 
ber 2.8. they can't in Conſcience'db ir. A 
very . ſudden , but a - prodigious Change. 
Their Submiſſion was 2s much. as the Viſt- 

urs expected ; "for as it was' to the Biſhop 
of Oxford, their Preſident , Inſtalled by His 
AFAJES TI's Royal Authority, fo it was 
as fax as.is. Lavful.and, Agreeable to the Sta- 
tute of the ſaid Cglled ge, and this wasenongh ; 
For according to ' Chirch: of *Englard- Law, 
the K IN G:,-can Diſpenſe with their Sta- 
tutes, :-To:talk' of an Jadipeglable Statute, 
ls. e. it, deſiga'd for the. Limitation 

& 0 opgl ING's <= in by Linens 
Califes, whereby it becomes Tpſo Fats , void 
and null ; but £toab being. no ſuch Sratute, 
the Method His MAJESTY taok, wasſuch | 
as capacitared the Fellows. 40 Obey His Au- 
thority, without laying their Conſciences '\un- 
der a Violence. *Twas all Fair and Legal, 
and their Complying fo far... ſatisfied ; = 


KIN G's Viſitors. _ © .. waar ah 


But, as we may. OY conjeQure, < e Fel- 
Tows having conſulted 


e Under - G2 who 
had 
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had either more Sence, or Horeſty than the 
Doctors , for he refuſed to ſubmit ſo far, 
perhaps knowing , that this was a full Subs 
miſ{w0n, they tack about, and preſume to juſti- 
fie all that they had done in this Aﬀeair : 
Though they had declared , That they de- 
nyed the Furildiction of the Court, and 
thereby endeavoured to Raviſh from the 
KING a peculiar Part of His Supreme Au- 
thoriry ; though they applauded Dr. Hough, 
tor his Proteſting againſt the Proceedings, 
as Illegal, Void, and Null, yet they arrive 
to the Boldneſs of Averring, That in the 
Whole Condubt of this Bufineſs they did nothing but 
what their Oaths and Statutes Indiſpenſably obliged 
them to ; and therefore cannot declare, 

they bave done any thing - Amiſs, and make ie 
of what they have oft call'd the Old Sedi- 
tious Cant of Regulating the Principles of 
their Loyalty to the KING, by the Cons 
ſcience of an Oath. to. the Statutes. of .the 
Colledge, and with a Salvo to their own 
Rights. | 


Though -the poor Diſlenters did Plead 
Conſcience-of Dury unto G'0 D Only, as 
| 


what 
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what they Judged ſufficient to exempt: them 
from Obeying their Prince in thoſe Inſtances, 
which laterfer d with- the K I N G's: Coms+ 
mand ; yet 'twas enough to provoke the Pre- 
Jatiſts ro cenſure them Sediti6us, Faftious, and 
Rebellious : But thele Gentlemen plead Conſci- 
ence ; notthat they are bound by an Heavenly 
Decree, they can go-no higher, than to inſiſt 
on the Obligation of a little Colledge » Statute, 
that has been- Diſpenled: with, ves the Sacred- 
neſs of their Univerſity - Rights, as if greater 
Regard: muſt be had to the Pretended Rights 
of the Church of England- Clergy and School- 
men, than to thole of the CROWN, and a 
greater Deference muſt be paid to the Vacated 
Statutes of their Colledge, than the Puritans 
might give- to the Commands of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Thus theſe. Magdalen- Gentlemen go- on 
with a Confidence that bears ſome proportion 
to the Badneſs of their Cauſe., and' are. not 
afraid to caſt the: Greateſt Contempt on His 
MATES TY's Commiſſioners and Vili- 
tors, and. conſequently on His MAJESTY 
Himſelf, whoſe Perſon they repreſent, and in- 
ſtead of Humbling themſelves for their many 
In- 
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Inſolencies, or inſtead of aCting according to 
their Qyondam avowed Dodtrine of Paſlive 
Obedience, they fly in the Face of Authority, 
charging it with no lels Guilc than the Injurin 

a Whole Society; and, as if they had ſtill to 
do with their Diſſenting B:ethren, they cloſe 
up the Scene with an Inſulting Threat : For, af- 
ter their Expulſion , they leverally gave in 
Papers to the Effect following. p 


May it Pleaſe Your Lordſhips, 


PICS all Duty to His MAJESTY, 
Reſpeft to Your Lordſhips, but beg Leave 

to declare, T think my. Self Þnjured in low 
Lordſhips Proceedings, and therefore Proteſt againſt 
them, and will uſe all Juſt and Legal means of 


being relieved. 


Here: you ſee they complain of Injuries. done 
'em, and are reſoly'd to ule all Juſt and Legal 
Means (they fay) for their own Relief. But 
who-can imagine what they will underſtand 


by Juſt and Legal Means? 
l 2 The 
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The Whole of theſe Proceedings depend on 
the Diſpenſing Power : If His MAJ ESTY 
had not Diſpenled with their Colledge - Sta» 
tures, the Caſe would have been another 
thing; bue the Diſpenſation makes it manifeſt, 
That no Pretence of an Oath can be ſufficient to 
excuſe their Diſobedience. Let us then com- 
pare the late Actings of theſe Gentlemen with + 

XA Letter a Notion we find int ann Admired * Pamphlet, 
RefeniysS Written by one of their own Communion, and 
on His Ma: We may ſee Caule juſtly to conclude, that the 
jelty's De- eſteem the Exerciſe of the Diſpenſing Power to 
for Liberty be a4 Subverſion ofi the Whote Government, 
of Conſci- Which (to uſe the Author's own Words ) bein 
yy” fo contrary to the Truſt. that ts given to * 
PRINCE, wha ought\ to Execute it , will put 
Men upon UIneaſie an4 Darigerous Enquiries, which 
will turn Little to the Advantage of thoſe who are 
driving Matters to ſuch a. Doubtful and Deſpes 
rate Iſſue. To which let us add, That this 
1s mention'd in Contradiſtintion to the Non- 
refetmg DoFArine ; and then corfider, Whether 
any rational Man ( who is acquainted with 
what theſe very men do, to fill the Minds of 
His MA J ES TT'sSabjets with Di/contert,) 
can think, that by Juſt and Legal they mean 


ally 
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any thing leſs than ſome Methods, better ine 
deed ſilenced than expreſſed. , 


When the Proteſtant Diſſenters went not 
half fo far in their Diſobedience to the Regal 
Authority, they could not eſcape the Cen- 
ſure of being Enemies to the Government, 
gnd were immediately made uncapable of an 
Eccleſiaſtical Benefice. They only refuſed to 
Subſcribe unto two of the three Articles, and 
this was interpreted a Renouncing the KING's 
Supreme Authority 'in Matters Ecclehiaftical, 
and without the Aid of an A& of Parliament 
they Were deprived. 


And: whoever carefully obſerves the Eccle> 
ſiaftick- Proceedings "ill find, That when 
the Eccleſtaftical 1 Jnkges deal with Delin- 
quents, they never give over till there be 
cither a Submiſſion, or a running the Offender 
to the Laft Puniſhment. © 


Thus , if a Man did but abſent himſelf 
from the Sacrament, and was admoniſhed, he 
muſt Conform, or be run to an Aa 


nication, and ar laft to the Writ de Excommu- 
wcato 
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nicato capiendo, In lice manner, if 'any of the 
Clergy tell under the Cenlure of Suſpenſion 
ab Officio, un'els there had been a Submiſſion, 
ic went ontoa Sulpenſion 4 Beneficio; yea, 
and to a Deprivation : Which, it done in one 
Diocels,was to be regarded by every Dioceſan 
throughout the whole Kingdom. And the 
Reaſon our Clergy give for this , is not the 
Raine of the Offenders, but a Reducing 'em 
ro the Knowledge of themſelves, and a due 
Submiſſion to their Superiors ; whoſe Part ic 
is to ſecure the Great Ends of Government ; 
as alſo, for the diſcouraging Others from the 
like Miſcarriages. And on this accouht ir is, 
that the making the Magdalen - Fellows uncapa- 
ble of Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, Dignities , or 
Promotions, became Meceſlarp, ir being no 
more than what is included in every Des- 
privation of the Clergy. And for this Rea- 
ſon the KI'NG's Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſio- 
ners have made the enſuing Decree. 


By 


By His MAJESTY'sConmilſio- 
ners for Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, and for 
Viſiting the Univerſuties, and all and 
every Cathedral, and Collegiate 
Cburches, Colledges, Grammar- 
Schools, and other the like Incorpora- 
tions, or Foundations, and S0Cieties. 


\ Hereas, We thought Fit by Our Order, of 
| the 22% of June laſt, tro Declare, and 

Decree , That the Pretended Elefion of 
My. John Hough (now Dr. John Hough ) 
to the Prefidentſhip of St. Mary Magdalen Col- 
ledge nm the Univerfity of Oxon, was Void , and 
therefore did amove the ſaid Mr. Hough from the 
Place of Preſident of the ſaid Colledge ; And 
whereas the Fellows of the ſame were likewiſe cons 
vened before Us for their Diſobedience to, and 
(Contempt of His MAJEST Y's Authority, by 
making the ſaid Pretended Elefion, and it now ap- 
pearng wnto Us , That the ſaid Dr. John 
Hough, Dr. Charles Aldeworth, Dy. Henry 
Fairfax , Dr. Alexander Pudſey, Dy. John 
Smith , Dr. Thomas Bayley , Dr. Thomas 
Stafford, Mr. Robert Almont ; Mr. Mainwas: 


ring 
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ring Hammond, Mr. John Rogers, Mr. Ri- 
chard Strickland, Mr. Henry Dobſon, 
Mr. James Bayley, Mr. John Davies , Mr. 
Francis Bagſhaw, Mr. James Fayrer, Mr. Jo- 
ſeph Harwar, Mr. Thomas Bateman , Mr. 
George Hunt, Mr. William Cradock;Mr. John 
Gillman, Mr. -George, Fulham, Mr. Charles 
Penyſton, Mr. Robert Hyde, Mr. Edward 
Yerbury, Mr. Henry Holden, and Mr. Ste- 
phen Weelks, Lately Fellows of the ſaid Colledge, 
do perſiſt in their Diſobedience and Contempr; 
We have thought Fit, upon Mature Conſideration of 
the Matter, to Declare, Decree, and Pronounce, 
And We do accordingly Declare, Decree,and Pronounce, 
That the ſaid Dr. John Hough, ec. and every of 
Them, ſhall be,&- from henceforth they are bereby declas 
red & adjudged Incapable of Receiving ,or being Admit» 
ted to anyEcclefiaſtical Dignity, Benefice,or Promotion; 
and that ſuch, and every of them, who are not as yet 
in Holy Orders, ſhall be, and are hereby Declared and 
Adjudoed incapable of Receiving , or being Admit» 
ted into the ſame ; And all Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and 
other Eccleſiaſtical Officers and Mmiſters within the 
Realm of England, are bereby required to take No- 
tice of This Our Sentence, Order, and Decree, and to 
yield Obedience therennt9. Given under Our Seal 
the 1och. of December, 1687. The 
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The Concluſion. 


HUS You have a Juſt Ac- 
count given You of the 
Proceedings of His MM A- 

FESTTY's Commiſſioners, and Vi- 
fitors, with the KING's Power in 
Matters Eccleſiaſtical; How, accor- 
ding to Church of England - Law, 
His MAFESTY can Diſpenſe, not 
only with College-Statrtes, but with 
Provincial Canons, and As of Par- 
liement; And yet how Unjuſtly 
the Fellows Oppoſed the: K 1 NG's 
Supremacy , to. which --they are 
All Sworn, and + which , they 
ſhould have Regarded after ano- 
ther manner than they did ; As. al- 
ſo with what Contempt, and Scorn, 

K they 
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they Carryed it towards His M A. 
FEST T's Viſitors; Giviog them 
Opprobrious Language, and making 
Falſe Reports of Matter of Fa, 
intending to fill the Minds of the 
K I NG's Subje&s with Fears, Jea- 
louſies, and Diſcontent : fo that, on 
the whole, an Ordinary Capacity 
may with much clearnels perceive, 
That His MAFEST T's Com- 
miffionets, have in their Proceedings 
againſt the Magdalen - Fellows - kept 
within the Bounds-of Fralice. 
' And, -notwithſtanding any thing 
_ the Commiſſioners have done , et- 
ther againft the Biſhop of: London, 
or Ma dalen College, His -M A- 
FEST Ts Clemency' toward' the 
Church . of England is furprizing, 
and” cannpt but appear 1o'to © 
that dq' but mind what I have al- 


ready 
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ready mention d about the Opinion 
of the Judges, Which was, T bat 


the KING without 2a Parliament 


can make Ordinances and Conflitu« 
tons for the Government of the C ler- 
gy, and Deprive them if they 
Obey not. To which, kt us Add, 
That this was the very End, for 
which the Judges Opinion was de- 
fired, vis. The Juſtifying the 
Church of ' Englands' Depriving 
the Old Paritans for not Subſcri- 
bing to the Ceremonies enjoyned by 
the Canon; thereby plainly ſhewing, 
that the KING without a Parlia- 
ment may appoint what Ceremonies 
He pleaſe. 
Now it's not to be doubted; Thit 
if His MAFESTY would bat 
Exerciſe this Power in Matters F c- 
ckſfiaſtical, he might Appoint and 
K 2 Ordain 
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Ordain ſo many Ceremonies , and 
Require Subſcription to them, as 
would make the Church of England 
look exaQtly like that of Rome, and 
Deprive all thoſe that dare Dil 
obey. 

Let us but Confider then, with 
what Severity the Church. of Eng- 
land - Clergy expreſs themſelves a- 
gainſt Popery : and again, Obſerve 
how eaſily the K I N G might by 
their own Law, impoſe a very great 
Part of Ir on them, and: deprive 
them, if they Obey not; and 'twill 
not be difficult to conclude , what 
would be the condition of theſe 
Preſent Sticklers againſt Popery. To 
the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, 
the K I N G might enjoyn Exſuf- 
flation, Salt, and Spittle; and to 
Kneeling at the Sacrament , the 
Deacons 
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Deacons Kiſſing of the Hand, or 
Right Shoulder of the Prieſt, and 
the Mens Kiſſing each other ; be- 
ſides Holy Water, and it's Conſe- 
cration, as well as the Conlecration 
of Churches; and a. hundred ſuch 
things more might His MA ]E-- 
STY, enjoyn the Clergy, and 
thereby make it neceſſary for Our 
Glergy to Subſcribe unto all theſe, 
to. the Opening the Mouths of Diſ- 
ſenters againſt them, or to Feel 
what a Deprivation 1s. 

But His MAJESTY, to the 
end He may convince the moſt Ob- 
ſtinate Enemies to His Government, 
is Reſolv'd to Proceed in the calm- 
eſt Way; and therefore, notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt Undutiful , and 
Diſloyal Refletions Caſt on M A- 
JESTY lr ſelf, by ſome of the 
Church 
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Church of England; It's His Roy- 
al Purpoſe, That His Commuſſio- 
ners ſhall not -Exereiſe that Severi- 
ty againſt them, which they have 
againſt Proteitant - Diſſenters; Nor 
will His MAFEST TT take thoſe 
Advantages againſt their Clergy , 
which He might: He is rather for 
the more Peaceable and Chriſtian 
Methods, and therefore will do the 
Church of England no more Hurt, 
than to give Eaſe unto Others : 
And nothing but a moſt Violent 
Provocation, can Overcome Him to 


Alter this Method. 


FINTIS. 


